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o 

To 

THE  DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH  FOR  SCOTLAND, 
THE  COUNTY  COUNCIL, 

THE  TOWN  COUNCILS  OF  KIRKCUDBRIGHT, 
CASTLE-DOUGLAS,  DALBEATTIE, 

NEW  GALLOWAY,  AND  GATEHOUSE. 

My  Lords,  Ladies,  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual 
Report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Administration  of  the  County 
for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1950. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ALEXANDER  FRASER. 

Health  and  Social  Welfare  Department, 

Dunmuir  Road, 

Castle-Douglas, 


1951. 
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STEWARTRY  OF  KIRKCUDBRIGHT. 

o 

Report  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  Year  1950. 

MEDICAL  SERVICES. 

Vital  Statistics. 

The  area  of  the  County  is  now  approximately  605,341  acres 
(Landward  602,105,  and  Burghal  3236). 

The  population  of  the  County  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar 
General  to  the  middle  of  the  year  is  as  follows: — 


Landward  20,148 

Burgh  of  Kirkcudbright  2,487 

Burgh  of  Castle-Douglas  3,252 

Burgh  of  Dalbeattie  3,356 

Burgh  of  Gatehouse  905 

Burgh  of  New  Galloway  314 


30,462 


At  16th  May,  1950,  extensions  of  the  boundaries  of  the 
Burghs  of  Dalbeattie  and  Kirkcudbright  were  granted.  In  the 
case  of  Dalbeattie  the  extension  amounted  to  366  acres,  and  in  the 
case  of  Kirkcudbright  to  120  acres. 

BIRTHS.  — The  total  live  births  registered  in  the  County 
after  correction  for  transfers  was  541 — males  274,  females  267,  of 
which  32 — 19  males  and  13  females  were  illegitimate.  The  birth 
rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  was  17.6  while  the  illegitimate 
rate  per  100  live  births  was  5.9.  The  total  births  show  a decrease 
of  5 and  the  illegitimate  births  a decrease  of  6 when  compared 
with  the  previous  year. 

DEATHS  . — The  number  of  deaths  registered  during  the  year 
after  correction  for  transfers  was  399 — males  198,  females  201, 
an  increase  of  31  when  compared  with  the  previous  year.  The 
death  rate  from  all  causes  was  13.0  per  1000  of  the  population. 
Table  VI  shows  deaths  classified  according  to  disease  and  age 
period. 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  numbered  20 — 14  males  and 
6 females — the  same  number  as  last  year.  The  Infant  Mortality 
Rate  was  37  per  1,000  live  births. 

The  total  births  exceeded  the  total  deaths  by  142,  constituting 
the  natural  increase  in  the  population/ 
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The  following  statement  compares  the  Birth,  Death  and 
Infant  Mortality  Rates  of  the  Stewartrv  with  those  of  Scotland 
as  a whole  during  the  past  10  years. 


Birth  Rate  Death  Rate  Infant  Mortality  Rate 


Year  Stewartry  Scotland 

Stewartry  Scotland  Stewartry  Scotland 

1941 

17.7 

17.9 

13.1 

14.5 

58.0  83.0 

1942 

17.0 

18.1 

12.5 

13.0 

59.0  69.0 

1943 

16.6 

18.9 

13.7 

13.3 

42.0  65.0 

1944 

18.2 

19.2 

14.5 

12.9 

70.0  65.0 

1945 

16.7 

16.9 

12.8 

13.2 

44.0  56.0 

1946 

20.0 

20.3 

14.4 

13.1 

39.0  54  0 

1947 

20.1 

22.0 

13.0 

12.9 

40.0  51.0 

1948 

18.6 

19.4 

13.3 

11.8 

64.0  45.0 

1949 

17.7 

18.5 

11.9 

12.3 

37.0  41.0 

1950 

17.6 

17.9 

13.0 

12.4 

37.0  39.0 

The 

deaths  according  to  the 

Registrar-General  are  here 

arranged 

in  recogn 

ised  periods  and 

the  percentage  proportion  of 

deaths  of 

each  peri 

od  given:  — 

Infant  Period  

Under  1 year  ... 

20  deaths 

or  5.01% 

Pre-School  Age  

1 - 

5 years  .... 

nil. 

School  Age  

5 - 

15  years  .... 

Adolescent 

15  - 

25  years  .... 

Early  Mature  Period 

....25  - 

45  years  .... 

or  4.26% 

Late  Mature  Period  . 

45  - 

65  years  .... 

or  20.80% 

Post  Mature  Period  . 

DEATHS  IN  INSTITUTIONS.— 118  deaths  occurred  in 
institutions — 35  within  and  83  outwith  the  County.  The  details 
are  as  follows:  — 

Dumfries  and  Galloway  Royal  Infirmary,  48;  Crichton  Royal 
Institution,  11;  Cresswell  Counties  Maternity  Hospital,  4;  Castle- 
Douglas  Cottage  Hospital,  20;  Kirkcudbright  Cottage  Hospital, 
12;  Lochmaben  Sanatorium,  1;  Laurieston  Hall  I.  D.  Hospital, 
1;  Grove  Auxiliary  Hospital,  2 ; Moatbrae  Nursing  Home,  Dum- 
fries, 4;  Newton-Sfewart  I.D.  Hospital,  3;  Ballochmyle  Hospital, 
Mauchline,  2;  Thornhill  Hospital,  1;  Eastern  General  Hospital, 
Leith,  1 ; Western  General  Hospital,  Edinburgh,  1 ; Queen  Mary 
Nursing  Home,  Edinburgh,  1;  Parkhead  I.D.  Hospital,  Dumfries, 
1;  H iirmyres  Hospital,  East  Kilbride,  1;  Bridge  of  Earn  Hospi- 
tal, 1 ; Thomas  Hope  Hospital,  Langholm,  1 ; Whitehouse  Loan 
Hospital  for  Women,  Edinburgh,  1;  Longmore  Hospital,  Edin- 
burgh, 1. 


Table  V.l. 
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TABLE  V.3. — Infant  Mortality. 
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Syphilis  

All  Other  Causes 
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LOCAL  AUTHORITY  SERVICES. 

Section  22.  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children. 

4nte  Natal  and  Post  Natal  Clinics.  There  are  no  Local  Authority 
Clinics  within  the  County.  The  general  supervision  is  in  the 
hands  of  the  family  medical  attendant,  and  the  District  Nurse. 
Patients  who  are  to  be  confined  at  Cresswell  Maternity  Hos- 
pital attend  the  clinic  there.  During  the  year  893  patients 
attended  this  clinic,  consisting  of  224  new  patients  and  669 
re-visits.  The  number  of  patients  admitted  during  the  year 
was  303,  and  the  number  of  confinements  taking  place  in 
hospital  was  237. 

The  clinic  in  connection  with  Cresswell  Maternity  Hos- 
pital continues  to  operate  at  Castle-Douglas  Cottage  Hospital 
for  the  benefit  of  patients  from  the  Western  side  of  the 
County.  During  the  year  162  patients  attended  this  clinic 
and  the  number  of  attendances  made  by  these  patients  was 
532. 

Child  Welfare  Centres.  There  are  no  clinics  recognised  as  such 
in  the  county,  but  there  are  two  baby-weighing  Centres — at 
Dalbeattie  and  at  Minnigaff,  operated  by  the  District  Nurse. 
Owing  to  the  very  few  mothers  attending  at  Minnigaff  this 
Centre  was  closed  down.  This  area  is  a very  sparsely  popu- 
lated one  and  with  the  exception  of  the  few  mothers  in  the 
village  of  Minnigaff,  distances  are  too  great  to  make  a suc- 
cess of  a Centre.  Where  any  medical  advice  is  necessary 
such  mothers  are  referred  to  their  family  medical  attendant. 

Dental  Treatment.  It  has  not  as  yet  been  possible  to  provide 
dental  treatment.  There  is  at  present  only  one  Dental  Officer 
whose  time  is  taken  up  wholly  with  School  Dental  work. 

Section  23 — Domiciliary  Midwifery. 

I.  Total  number  of  births  occurring  in  the  area  during  the  year 
that  is  before  correction  for  mothers  residence — 


Live  Births,  288;  Still  Births,  5;  Total  293 

II.  Total  number  of  births  occurring  in  institutions 

(Including  private  maternity  homes)  NIL 

III.  Total  number  of  births  occurring  at  home  293 


IV.  Number  of  births  in  (HI)  classified  to  show  nature 
of  attendance  at  birth:  — 
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V.  Number  of  cases  in  which  medical  aid  was  sum- 

moned under  Section  22  (1.)  of  the  Midwives  (Scot- 
land) Act,  1915,  by  a midwife  NIL 

VI.  Administration  of  Analgesics. 

(a)  Number  of  midwives  qualified  to  administer 

analgesics  13 

(b)  Number  of  midwives  who  received  their 

training  during  the  year  8 

(c)  Number  of  sets  of  apparatus  in  use  at  the  end 

of  the  year  13 

(d)  Number  of  sets  on  order  at  the  end  of  the  year  NIL 

(e)  Number  of  cases  in  which  gas  and  air  was 

administered  by  midwives  in  domiciliary  prac- 
tice during  the  year  73 

(f)  Number  of  cases  in  which  pethidine  was  ad- 

ministered by  midwives  in  domiciliary  prac- 
tice during  the  year  47 

VII.  Number  of  cars  in  use  by  midwives  at  the  end  of 

■the  year  15 


It  will  be  noted  from  the  above  that  all  District  Nurses  are 
now  equipped  with  cars,  and  it  has  been  possible  to  obtain  tele- 
phones in  their  respective  accommodation. 

Section  24 — Health  Visiting. 


First  Visits 

Total  Visit 

Expectant  Mothers  

104 

906 

Children  under  1 year  

341 

5216 

Children  1-5  years  

89 

4333 

Tuberculosis  Cases  

48 

615 

Other  Cases  

9 

285 

591 

11355 

* These  visits  do  not  include  visits  paid  by  a midwife/health 
visitor  who'  attended  the  confinement  as  a midwife  or  maternity 
nurse.  In  addition  to  these,  1211  visits  (including  189  first  visits) 
were  paid  to  expectant  mothers  whose  confinements  were  attended 
by  midwife/health  visitors. 

Section  25 — Home  Nursing. 


No.  of  cases  attended  by  District  Nurses  2,182 

No.  of  visits  paid  to  these  cases  21,874 


Section  26 — Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  vaccinations  carried 
out  during  the  year.  These  figures  have  been  compiled  from 
records  submitted  to  this  Department  by  Private  Practitioners. 
A fee  of  five  shillings  per  card  is  now  payable  to  Practitioners, 
provided  the  card  is  submitted  within  two  months  of  the  vaccina- 
tion being  carried  out. 
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Primary  Vaccinations  Re-Vaccinations. 

Year  of  Birth  Positive  Negative  Positive  Negative 

1950  125  7 

1949  140  8 1 — 

1948  34  1 1 

1947-1936  ..28  — 24 

1935  or  earlier  17  — 169  4 


344  16  195  4 


In  addition  to  the  above,  289  names  of  persons  were  submitted 
who  were  vaccinated  as  a result  of  the  outbreak  of  Smallpox  in 
Glasgow  in  April.  A fee  of  two  shillings  and  sixpence  was  paid 
for  each  name  submitted. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  Immunisations 
carried  out  during  the  year.  As  in  the  case  of  the  Vaccination 
Cards,  a fee  of  five  shillings  is  now  payable  for  each  card  sub- 
mitted within  four  months  of  the  first  injection  being  given. 


Number  of  Children 


who 

completed  a 

full  course 

Number  of  Maintenance 

of  immunisation 

during  the 

injections  given  during 

Year  of  Birth 

year 

the  year 

1950 

7 



1949 

209 



1948 

172 



1947 

56 

. 

1946 

12 

4 

' 1945 

2 

190 

1944 



77 

1943 



22 

1942 

1 

5 

1941 



22 

1940 

— 

49 

1939 

— 

8 

1938 



2 

1937 

— 

17 

1936 

. 

86 

1935  or  earlier 

— 

6 

459 

488 

DIPHTHERIA. 

In  connection  with  the  above  Immunisation  figures  the 
following  tabular  statement  shows  the  number  of  cases  of 
Diphtheria  notified  and  confirmed,  and  also  the  number  of  deaths 
during  the  period  1930  to  1950.  The  decrease  in  the  number  of 
deaths  since  the  commencement  of  Immunisation  in  1937-1938  is 
f 1 ‘king. 
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Diphtheria  Cases  1930=1950. 


Year 

Cases  Notified 

Cases  Confirmed 

Deaths 

1930 

58 

58 

4 

1931 

18 

18 

— 

1932 

21 

21 

1 

1933 

9 

8 

— 

1934 

22 

22 

1 

1935 

40 

35 

9 

1936 

75 

64  (20  bact) 

5 

1937 

88 

72  (6  bact) 

9 

1938 

36 

35  (6  bact) 

1 

1939 

54 

47 

r— 

1940 

56 

49 

2 

1941 

63 

46  (1  bact) 

1 

1942 

33 

32  (1  bact) 

— 

1943 

23 

20 

— 

1944 

20 

13 

— 

1945 

22 

17 

— 

1946 

9 

8 (bact) 

— 

1947 

3 

3 

1 

1948 

4 

— 

— 

1949 

— 

— 

— 

1950 

— 

— 

— 

Section  28 — Domestic  Help. 

No  scheme  for  the  provision  of  Domestic  Help  is  yet  in 
operation  within  the  County.  Efforts  are  being"  made,  however, 
to  devise  a method  of  operating-  such  a Scheme  in  a County  with 
such  a scattered  population.  In  the  three  larg-er  Burghs  the  diffi- 
culties may  not  be  so  great,  as  there  is  a certain  population  within 
a circumscribed  area  to  serve.  At  the  present  time  arrangements 
are  being  made  in  an  endeavour  to  organise  a scheme  based  upon 
the  District  Nurse,  who  would  be  in  close  contact  with  the  Doctor 
and  the  patient  requiring  the  service.  Difficulties  will,  however, 
be  experienced  in  obtaining  the  necessary  help  required  by  such 
a Scheme. 

PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE  AND  AFTER  CARE. 

Section  27. 

The  School  Nurse  Health  Visitors  carry  out  the  domiciliary 
visitation  and  “ follow  up  ” of  cases  of  Tuberculosis,  and  shelter 
huts  are  available  for  the  use  of  suitable  patients.  So  far  as 
possible  the  improvement  of  the  housing  conditions  of  tuberculosis 
patients  is  kept  in  view,  especially  in  connection  with  the  Housing 
Scheme  of  the  Local  Authority. 

During  the  year  B.C.G.  vaccination  was  carried  out  success- 
fully on  4 children  under  the  supervision  of  Lochmaben 
Sanatorium. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  number  of  cases  notified  during-  the  year  was  101,  an 
increase  of  35  when  compared  with  the  figures  for  the  previous 
year.  The  Infectious  Diseases  Table  shows  the  number  of  cases 
notified  according  to  Parish  and  Burgh.  Of  the  cases  notified  43 
(42.57%)  received  Institutional  treatment. 

SMALLPOX  . — No  case  of  Smallpox  was  notified  during  the 
year. 

DIPHTHERIA. — No  case  of  Diphtheria  was  notified  during 
the  year. 

SCARLET  FEVER.  — The  number  of  cases  notified  during 
the  year  was  18,  an  increase  of  4 when  compared  with  the  previous 
year.  Of  these,  16  were  treated  in  hospital.  All  made  a good 
recovery. 

Five  cases  occurred  in  connection  with  farm  premises.  In 
no  case  was  there  contact  with  a milk  supply,  all  cases  being- 
removed  to  hospital  and  the  premises  disinfected. 

PNEUMONIA.— S ix  cases  of  pneumonia  were  notified  during 
the  year — Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia — 1,  Acute  Primary 

Pneumonia — 5.  The  number  of  deaths  from  Pneumonia  (all 

forms)  was  9. 

ERYSIPELAS. — One  case  of  Erysipelas  was  notified  during 
the  year  and  was  treated  at  home. 

MALARIA  . — One  case  of  Malaria  was  notified  during  the 
year  and  was  treated  at  home. 

DYSENTERY  . — Five  cases  of  Dysentery  occurred  during  the 
year,  all  of  which  were  treated  at  home. 

PUERPERAL  FEVER. — One  case  occurred  during  the 
year.  The  patient  was  admitted  to  hospital  and  made  a good 
recovery. 

WHOOPING  COUGH. — On  1st  January,  1950,  Whooping 
Cough  became  compulsorily  notifiable  by  Medical  Practitioners. 
During  the  year  25  cases  were  notified  all  of  which  were  treated 
at  home. 

ACUTE  POLIOMYELITIS.— Ih  ree  cases  occurred  during 
the  year.  These  were  removed  to  hospital  for  treatment. 

ANTHRAX. — 211  cases  of  suspected  Anthrax  were  reported 
during'  the  year — 200  bovine,  4 horses  and  7 pigs.  The  disease 
was  confirmed  in  15  bovine  cases  (7.12%).  These  cases  occurred 
m the  Parishes  of  Crossmichael  (2),  Irongray  (2),  Kirkgunzeon 
1 2),  Kirkbean  (5),  New  Abbev  (2),  Borgue  (1),  and  Tongland 

(X- 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  number  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified  during-  the  year 
was  41,  Pulmonary  37,  Non  Pulmonary  4.  Of  the  Pulmonary 
cases,  one  diagnosis  was  revised  and  one  left  the  district ; and  of 
the  Non  Pulmonary  cases,  one  diagnosis  was  revised,  leaving  35 
Pulmonary  and  3 Non  Pulmonary  cases  on  the  register  at  the  end 
of  the  year. 

The  following  table  shows  the  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the* 
new  cases:  — 
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The  notifications  will 

be  foui 

nd  classified  according 

to  Area 

and  Burgh  in  the  Infectious  Diseases  Table  (see 

page  24a) . 

The  following  table  shows  the  occupations  of  the  cases  noti- 

fied : — 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Forestry  and  Agriculture  ... 

8 

1 

1 



Shop  Assistants  

2 

2 

— 

Domestic  Workers  • 

— 

11 





Labourers  

3 



’ 



Scholars  

— 

2 

1 

2 

Clerical  Workers  

— - 

1 

. 



Painters  

1 

— 





Dealers  

1 

— 





Drivers  

2 

— . 





Retired  and  Unemployed  .... 

2 

1 

— 

— 

19 

18 

2 

2 

The  number  of  deaths  from 

Tuberculosis  was  13  fall  Pul- 

monary).  The  classificati 

ion  was 

as  follows:  — 

Under 

Over 

1 1-5  5-10 

10-15  15-25  25-35  35-45 

45-65  6. 

5 Total 

Deaths  ...  — 

— 

1 2 2 

3 l 

5 13 

Of  the  13  deaths,  9 were  notified.  Nine  of  the  deaths 
occurred  at  home.  The  remainder  occurred  in  the  following- 
institutions: — 


Lochmaben  Sanatorium,  1;  Laurieston  Hall,  1;  Bridge  of  Earn 
Hospital,  1 ; and  Nithsdale  House,  Dumfries,  1. 

The  period  elapsing-  between  notification  and  death  was  as 
follows:  — 


Not  notified  or  notified  only  at  or  after  death  ...  3 

Notified  less  than  1 month  before  death  1 \ 

Notified  from  1 to  3 months  before  death  

Notified  from  3 to  6 months  before  death  2 

Notified  from  6 to  12  months  before  death  _ 1 

Notified  from  1 to  2 years  before  death  2 

Notified  over  2 years  before  death  1 2 

9 " 4 


Changes  during  1950. 


Pulmonary  119  37  10 

Non-Pulmonary  ...  38  4 — 

157  41  10 
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141 

1 

43 

i 

— 
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8 
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32 

3 

211 

li 

9 

— 

15 

3 

173 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  patients  who 
received  institutional  treatment  during  the  year:  — 


In  Institution 

In  Institution 

on 

1/1/50 

Admitted  Discharged 

Died 

on  31/12/50 

Pulmonary 

( 

Males 

3 

21 

10 

1 

13 

Adults  i 

V 

Females 

17 

17 

18 

1 

15 

Males 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Children  _j 

1 

Females 



3 

2 

— 

1 

Non-Pulmonary 

i Males 

3 

1 

4 

_ 

_ 

Adults  i 

Females 

3 

2 

3 

— 

2 

Males 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Children  j 

{ 

Females 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

27 

46 

38 

2 

33 

Home  Visitation. — During  the  year  615  visits  were  paid  by 
the  Health  Visitors  to  patients  suffering  from  Tuberculosis. 

Supply  of  Free  Milk. — Fifty-six  patients  were  in  receipt  of 
free  milk  during  the  year  at  a cost  of  £530  11/2. 

Shelter  Huts. — 15  shelter  huts  are  still  available  to  patients, 
and  a number  of  these  were  in  use  during  the  year.  At  the  end 
of  the  year  6 huts  were  occupied  by  patients. 


X=rays. — 517  X-ray  examinations  were  carried  out  at  Loch- 


maben  Sanatorium  during  the 
were  X-rayed. 

: year. 

. In  addition 

115 

“ Contacts  ” 

The  following  table  shows  the 

number  of  cases 

on  the  list  at 

the  end  of  the  year,  classified 

according  to  Area  and 

Burgh  : — 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary  Total 

M. 

10 

4 

14 

Western  Area  

F. 

14 

5 

19 

M. 

15 

3 

18 

Central  Area  

F. 

12 

5 

17 

M. 

14 

2 

16 

Eastern  Area  

F. 

13 



13 

M. 

10 

2 

12 

Burgh  of  Kirkcudbright  ... 

F. 

4 

2 

6 

M. 

12 



12 

Burgh  of  Castle-Douglas  ... 

F. 

10 

1 

11 

M. 

9 

2 

11 

Burgh  of  Dalbeattie  

F. 

10 

4 

14 

M. 

3 

1 

4 

Burgh  of  Gatehouse  

F. 

2 

1 

3 

M. 

1 



1 

Burgh  of  New-Galloway  .... 

F. 

2 

— 

2 

141 


32 


173 
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MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE. 

No  cases  of  committal  to  hospital  of  persons  of  unsound  mind 
requiring-  the  attention  of  the  “ Authorised  Officer  ” occurred 
during  the  past  year.  The  great  majority  of  patients  are  now 
being  admitted  to  Mental  Hospitals  at  the  instance  of  relatives 
without  reference  to  the  Local  Authority,  or  obtain  treatment  as 
voluntary  patients,  mostly  through  the  medium  of  Consultative 
Clinics  or  on  recommendation  of  their  Medical  Practitioner. 

In  terms  of  Section  56  and  57  of  the  Education  (Scotland) 
Act,  1946,  intimation  was  received  from  the  Education  Committee 
of  Kirkcudbright  of  1 Mental  Defective.  Application  for  admis- 
sion to  a suitable  Institution  in  respect  of  this  Mental  Defective 
met  with  no  success.  The  Regional  Hospital  Boards  are  respon- 
sible for  providing  suitable  accommodation,  but  are  faced  with 
the  difficulties  of  erecting  new  buildings  and  recruiting  personnel. 

The  great  and  pressing  need  for  additional  Institutional 
accommodation  is  again  emphasised,  and  until  such  accommoda- 
j tion  is  provided  the  admission  of  several  Mental  Defectives  from 
! this  County  must  remain  in  abeyance.  Pocketmonev  amounting 
to  5/-  per  week  was  granted  to  all  Boarded-out  Mental  Defectives 
and  Boarded-out  Lunatics  who  can  appreciate  and  use  same  with 
or  without  help  and  guidance  of  their  guardians.  Mental  Defec- 
tives in  the  care  of  the  Governor/Matron,  Burnside  House,  Kirk- 
cudbright, come  under  the  category  of  Boarded-out  Mental  Defec- 
tives. The  number  of  Mental  Defectives  whose  ordinary  residence 
is  in  the  Stewartrv  of  Kirkcudbright,  and  at  present  cared  for  in 
Certified  Institutions  amount  to  14  with  one  case  “ liberated  on 
licence.”  8 Boarded-out  Mental  Defectives  are  chargeable  to 
this  Authority  (5  males  and  3 females)  and  in  addition  1 “liberated 
on  licence.”  Under  supervision  for  other  Authorities  are  3 Mental 
Defectives  (1  male  and  2 females).  Non-resident  and  under 
supervision  of  other  Authorities  are  3 Mental  Defectives  (1  male 
and  2 females).  There  are  2 Boarded-out  Lunatics  in  this  area 
supervised  by  the  “ Authorised  Officer  ” as  Agent  of  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board.  Normal  visitation  and  supervision  of  Boarded- 
out  Mental  Defectives  in  the  County  was  also  carried  out. 

CONSULTATIVE  CLINICS.— The  Cli  nic  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Crichton  Royal  Mental  Hospital,  Dumfries,  held  on  Tuesday 
afternoon  of  each  week  and  attended  by  a Psychiatrist,  continues 
to  meet  with  much  acceptance. 

CHILD  GUIDANCE  CLINIC. — The  Child  Guidance  Clinic 
set  up  by  the  Education  Committee  in  co-operation  with  the 
Crichton  Royal  Mental  Hospital,  Dumfries,  continues  to  serve  a 
useful  purpose  where  pre-school  and  school  children  are 
examined,  parents  interviewed  and  treatment  recommended. 


26 

WELFARE  SERVICES 
NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 


Residential  Accommodation. — The  26  beds  available  in 
Burnside  House,  Kirkcudbright,  for  Part  III  Accommodation 
are  divided  equally  between  male  and  female  inmates,  and 
during  the  year  have  been  more  or  less  occupied.  The  following' 
Table  shows  particulars  of  persons  afforded  such  accommodation 
during  the  year:  — 


Dep  M D. 

Adults  Children  Children 

M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F. 

No.  of  Residents  at  1/1/50  ....  13  8 — — 1 1 

No.  of  Admissions  during  year  5 — — — — 

No.  of  Discharges  during  year  8 — — — — 

No.  of  Residents  at  31/12/50  .10  8 — — 1 1 


This  Authority  have  now  taken  over  that  property  known 
as  Carlingwark  House,  Castle-Douglas,  and  are  at  present  pro- 
ceeding with  necessary  alterations  and  furnishings  to  equip  same 
as  an  Old  People’s  Home,  suitable  for.  accommodating  24  persons 
and  necessary  domestic  staff  of  6. 

BLIND  PERSONS.— In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  and  in  conjunction  with  the 
Outdoor  Mission  to  the  Blind,  the  Local  Authority  supervises  all 
registered  blind  persons  in  this  area.  7 new  cases  of  blindness 
were  certified  during  the  year  (4  males  and  3 females).  The 
total  number  of  blind  persons  on  the  registerat  the  end  of  the  year 
was  40 — 25  males  and  15  females,  of  this  number,  3 were  employed 
in  workshops — 1 male  and  2 females,  Home  Workers  Scheme — 1 
male;  suitable  for  work  of  some  kind — 1 male;  employed  on  own 
account — 4 males;  unemployable — 31,  18  males  and  13  females. 

NURSERIES  and  CHILD  MINDERS  REGULATION  ACT, 

1948. 

There  are  no  day  nurseries  in  operation  within  the  County 
and  so  far  as  is  known  there  are  no  child  minders  who  for  reward 
receive  children  into  their  homes. 
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SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE. 


Report  for  year  ending  31st  July,  1950. 

General  Statistics. 

Population  of  the  Area  . . 30,462 

Number  of  Schools — 

(a)  Primary  under  Education  Authority  50 

(b)  Secondary  under  Education  Authority  3 

(c)  (1)  Special  Schools  0 

(2)  Special  Classes  in  Ordinary  Schools  ...  0 

(d)  In  receipt  of  Grant  from  Education 

Authority  and  under  Medical  Inspection  0 

Number  of  children  on  the  Register  for  the  whole  area  4614 
Number  of  children  in  average  attendance  for  the 

whole  area  4700 

General  Review. 


The  total  number  of  systematic  examinations  was  1665 — 835 
boys  and  830  girls.  The  numbers  according  to  age  group  were 


as  follows:  — 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Entrants  

219 

202 

421 

Second  Age  Group  (born  1942,  visual 
acuitv  and  hearing  only)  

225 

217 

442 

Third  Age  Group  (born  1940)  

202 

212 

414 

Fourth  Age  Group  (born  1936)  

176 

179 

355 

Secondary  Age  Group  (born  1933)  ... 

13 

20 

33 

835 

830 

1665 

The  average  ages  at  the  time  of  examination  were: 

Boys  Girls 

Entrants  5.4/12  5.3/12 

Third  Age  Group  9.6/12  9.7/12 

Fourth  Age  Group  13.8/12  13.8/12 

Secondary  Age  Group  17  16.11/12 

The  average  heights  and  weights  were:  — 

BOYS 


Both  Sexes 
5.4/12 
9.7/12 
13.8/12 
16.11/12 


Average  Age 

5.4/12 

9.6/12 

13.11/12 

17. 


Average  Age 

5.3/12 

9.7/12 

13.8/12 

16.11/12 


No.  Examined 

Height  in  Inches 

Weight  in  Pounds 

219 

46.20 

42.22 

202 

52.12 

64.75 

176 

59.52 

92.72 

13 

69.35 

142.58 

GIRLS 


No.  Examined 

Height  in  Inches 

Weight  in  Pounds 

202 

43.14 

41.81 

212 

51.98 

64.34 

179 

60.68 

106.55 

20 

65.00 

128.37 
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TABLE  I. 


The  number  of  other  systematic  examinations  was  141 — 66 
boys  and  75  girls.  The  number  of  Special  Examinations  was  76 
— 31  boys  and  45  girls. 

A.  Total  number  of  children  examined  at:  — 

Systematic  Other  Systematic 

Examinations,  Examinations. 


Ordinary  Schools. 

Entrants  421 

Second  Age  Group  442 

Third  Age  Group  414 

Fourth  Age  Group  355 

Secondary  Schools. 

Age  Group  33 


1665 


141 


B.  Other  Examinations. 

Special  Cases  76 

Re-inspections  bv  Medical  Officer  605 


681 


Number  of  individual  children  inspected  at  systematic  exam- 
inations, who  were  notified  to  parents  as  requiring  treatment 
(excluding  uncleanliness  and  dental  caries):  — 


Entrants  50 

Second  Age  Group  5 

Third  Age  Group  32 

Fourth  Age  Group  27 

Special  Cases  9 

Other  Systematic  Examinations  27 


150 


TABLE  II. 
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TABLE  III. — Systematic  Medical  Examinations. 


CLASSIFICATION 

Children  free  from  defects  

Children  otherwise  free  from  defects 
who  suffer  from  : 

(a)  Defective  Vision,  not  worse  than 
6/12  in  the  better  eye,  with  or 

without  glasses;  or  

( b)  Conditions  of  the  mouth  and  teeth 

requiring  treatment  

(c)  Both  (a)  and  (b)  

TOTAL  

Children  suffering  from  ailments  (other 
with- 

l ng  from  -(or  suspected 

1 g from)  defects  less 

2 defects  specified  in  II. 

1 ishing  cases : 

(a)  ?lete  cure  or  restoration 

n)  is  considered 

(b)  Where  improvement  only  is  con- 
sidered possible,  e.g.,  without  com- 

TOTAL  

Total  Number  of  children  examined  ... 


Children  this  group 


this  group  Childri 


examined  in 
this  group 

90.91  • 
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TABLE  IV. 

Return  of  all  Exceptional  Children  of  School  Age  in  the  Area. 


1.  Blind  

2.  Partially  sighted  : — 

(a)  refractive  errors  in 

which  the  curriculum 
of  an  ordinary  school 
would  adversely  affect 
the  eye  condition  

(b)  Other  conditions  of 

the  eye  e.g.,  cataract, 
ulceration,  &c.,  which 
render  the  child  un- 
able to  read  ordinary 
school  books  or  to  see 
well  enough  to  be 
taught  in  an  ordinary 
school  

3.  Deaf— 

Grade  I 

Grade  Ila 

Grade  lib.  

Grade  III 

4.  Defective  Speech — 

(a)  Defects  of  articulation 

requiring  special  educa- 
tional measures  

(b)  Stammering  requiring 

special  educational 
measures  

5.  Mentally  Defective  (Children 
between  5 and  16  years) — 

(a)  Educable  (I.Q.  approx. 

50-70)  . 

(b)  Ineducable  (I.Q.  gen- 
erally less  than  50)  ... 

6.  Epilepsy — 

(a)  Mild  and  Occasional  . 

(b)  Severe  (suitable  for 

care  in  a residential 
school ) 

7.  Physically  Defective  (children 
between  5 and  16  years) — 

(a)  Non-Pulmonary  Tuber- 

culosis (excluding  cer- 
vical glands)  

(b)  General  Orthopaedic 

conditions  

(c)  Organic  Heart  Disease 

(d)  Other  causes  of  ill 

health  

8.  Multiple  Defects — 

Mentally  and  Physically 
Defective  


At  At  Special  At  no 

Ordinary  Schools  or  School  or 

Schools  Classes  Institution  TOTAL 


1 — — 1 


1 — — 1 

4 — 

2 — 

1 1 

5 


7 

— 

— 

7 

5 

— 

— 

5 

11 

2 



13 

1 

2 

6 

9 

12 

— 

- 

12 

_ 

' _ 

1 

1 

5 

- 

— 

5 

15 

_ 

15 

6 

— 

1 

7 

22 

— 

— 

22 

1 

1 

2 

Ot  ts2  tO 
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TABLE  V. 

Report  on  Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment. 
1st  August  1949 — 31st  July,  1950. 


Number  of  Children  who  were:  — 

(1)  Inspected  by  the  Dental  Officer: — 

(a)  (b) 

Systematic  Special  and 


Age 

examinations 

emergency  cases 

Total 

4 

5 

— 

5 

5 

285 

2 

287 

6 

437 

2 

439 

7 

463 

-j 

464 

8 

506 

4 

510 

9 

427 

6 

433 

10 

428 

1 

429 

11 

432 

4 

436 

12 

341 

3 

344 

13 

347 

2 

349 

14 

436 

1 

437 

15 

257 

3 

260 

16 

95 

1 

96 

17 

43 

— 

43 

18 

22 

— 

22 

Total  4524 

30 

4554 

Systematic  Special  and 

examinations  emergency  cases 

(2)  Found  to  require  treatment  2337  30 

(2a)  Number  accepting  treat- 
ment   1831  30 

(3)  Actually  treated  by  the 

school  Dental  Officer  1965  30 

(4)  Number  of  attendances 

made  by  children  for  treat- 
ment   2444  66 

(5)  Fillings — 

(a)  Permanent  teeth  ..  1212  — 

(b)  Temporary  teeth  ..71  — 

(6)  Extractions — 

(a)  Permanent  teeth  ..  102  2 

(b)  Temporary  teeth  ..  935  32 

(7)  Number  of  administrations 
of  a general  anaesthetic  for 

extractions  10  1 

(8)  Other  operations — • 

* (a)  Permanent  teeth  ..  1538  53 

(b)  Temporary  teeth  ..  912  18 


(9)  Half  - days  devoted  to 

inspection  59 

(10)  Half  - days  devoted  to 

treatment  252 


(11)  Number  of  children  treated 

under  private  arrangement  211 

* Number  awaiting  treatment  at  1st  August,  1949 — 134. 
Number  awaiting  treatment  at  31st  July,  1950 — Nil. 


Total 

2367 

1861 

1995* 

2510 

1212 

71 

104 

967 

11 

1591 

930 

59 

252 

211 
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MEDICAL  TREATMENT, 
(a)  Minor  Ailments. 


1. 

Cuts,  bruises,  sprains  and  minor  injuries  ... 

....  2061 

2. 

Diseases  of  the  ear  — Otorrhoea  

12 

Wax  

14 

3. 

Diseases  of  the  eve  (excluding  defective  vision) — 

Blepharitis  

32 

Conjunctivitis  

7 

4. 

Diseases  of  skin — 

Ringworm  (scalp)  — X-ray  treatment  . 

NIL 

Other  treatment  . 

NIL 

Ringworm  (body)  

15 

Scabies  

32 

Impetigo  

64 

Other  Diseases  

51 

(b)  Defective  Vision  and  Squint. 

44  children  found  to  be  in*  need  of  treatment  were  referred 
to  their  own  Doctors. 

(c)  Nose  and  Throat  (Operative  Treatment). 

Arrangements  are  still  made  by  this  Department  for  children 
in  need  of  such  treatment  to  attend  the  clinic  at  Casde-Douglas 
Cottage  Hospital.  The  number  of  children  treated  was  as 


follows : — 

Entrants  77 

Second  Age  Group  46 

Third  Age  Group  25 

Fourth  Age  Group  12 

Secondary  Age  Group  2 

Re-Examinations  16 


178 

(d)  Orthopaedic  Treatment. 

Any  children  found  during  Medical  Inspections  to  require 
such  treatment  are  referred  to  their  own  Doctors. 

PORT  HEALTH  ADMINISTRATION. 

Very  little  traffic  in  coastal  trade  has  taken  place  at  any  of 
the  small  coasting  ports  within  the  boundaries  of  the  County. 

No  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  have  been  reported. 
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FOOD  SUPPLY. 

Milk. 

PREMISES.— The  number  of  inspections  of  dairy  premises  I 
carried  out  by  the  Area  Sanitary  Inspectors  during-  the  year  was 
379.  The  main  structural  defects  consisted  of  rough  unplastered 
walls,  defective  floors,  insufficient  inlet  and  outlet  ventilation,  and  ' 
defective  drainage.  These  were  noted  mainly  in  non-designated 
premises  and  usually  in  the  smaller  farms. 

REGISTRATION.  — During  the  year  25  premises  were  1 
brought  into  conformity  with  the  Dairy  Byelaws  and  registration  | 
was  granted  in  each  case.  This  is  mainly  due  to  the  desire  on  the  1 
part  of  the  producer  to  obtain  a licence  to  produce  graded  milk. 

MILK  DEPOTS. — There  are  three  milk  depots  within  the  I 
County  and  all  appear  to  be  conducted  in  a satisfactory  manner.  I 
Two  of  these  are  controlled  by  the  Scottish  Milk  Marketing  Board,  1 
and  one  by  the  United  Dairies. 

There  is  one  milk  powder  factory  producing  within  the  County  I 
and  this  is  functioning  satisfactorily. 

MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  (SCOTLAND) 
ORDERS  1936=1949. 

A.t.  the  end  of  the  year,  the  number  of  Graded  Licences  held  I 
by  producers  in  the  County  was  484,  made  up  as  follows  : — Certi-  I 
fled — 1;  Tuberculin  Tested — 472;  Standard — 11. 

These  figures  show  an  increase  of  34  T.T.  Licences,  and  a 1 
decrease  of  5 Standard  Licences,  as  compared  with  the  previous  1 
year. 

SAMPLING. — During  the  year  a total  of  3177  samples  were  I 
taken  for  examination.  These  comprised  2673  routine,  237  1 
qualifying  and  re-qualifying,  176  from  Schools,  and  91  from  I 
Distributors.  Of  the  2673  routine  samples  examined  433  did 
not  comply  with  the  required  standard. 

LICENCES. — During  the  year  86  producers  were  reported  to  | 
the  Milk  Sub-Committee  for  failure  to  comply  with  the  required  , 
standard.  Of  these  producers,  18  were  suspended  after  two  con-  f 
secutive  unsatisfactory  samples,  11  after  3 consecutive  unsatisfac-  1 
tory  samples  and  2 after  4 consecutive  unsatisfactory  samples,  1 
giving  a total  of  31  producers  being  suspended.  One  producer  I 
had  her  licence  revoked.  47  producers  cleared  up  after  a third 
sample  had  been  taken,  6 cleared  up  after  a fourth  sample  had 
been  taken,  and  1 cleared  up  after  a fifth  sample  had  been  taken.  I 
Two  producers  appealed  to  the  Department  of  Health  against  the  I 
suspension  of  their  Licences.  1 Appeal  was  sustained. 
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MILK  IN  SCHOOLS  SCHEME.— The  milk  supplied  to  each 
school  is  exam’ned  every  term.  During-  the  year  176  samples 
were  taken  under  the  Milk  in  Schools  Scheme.  Of  these  20  proved 
on  examination  to  be  unsatisfactory,  the  remainder  conforming 
to  the  required  standard. 

Of  the  53  schools  receiving  milk  under  the  Scheme,  13  are 
| suoplied  with  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  and  40  with  T.T.  Pasteurised 
milk. 

HEAT  TREATED  MILK. — One  distributor  in  the  County 
holds  a Licence  to  retail  “ Heat  Treated  ” milk  and  Pasteurised 
T.T.  milk.  26  samples  of  Pasteurised  T.T.  milk  were  taken 
during  the  year  for  examination,  and  of  these  2 did  not  conform 
I to  the  required  standard.  52  samples  of  “ Heat  Treated  ” milk 
| were  examined,  of  which  2 did  not  conform  to  the  required  stan- 
dard. 

One  firm  holds  a Supplementary  Dealer’s  Licence  to  retail 
Pasteurised  milk  within  the  County.  9 samples  of  this  supply 
were  taken  for  examination,  1 of  which  did  not  conform  to  the 
required  standard. 

NON=DESIGNATED  MILK. 

SAMPLING  AND  TESTING. — At  the  end  of  the  year  there 
were  79  producers  of  Non-Designated  milk.  145  samples  of  this 
! supply  were  taken  during  the  year.  These  samples  were  sub- 
jected to  the  Methylene  Blue  Test.  4 were  shown  to  be  unsatis- 
I factory.  The  unsatisfactory  producers  were  visited  and  advice 
[ and  instruction  given  with  a view  to  the  improvement  of  the 
| supplies.  Repeat  samples  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

BIOLOGICAL  TESTING  FOR  TUBERCULOSIS.— 4 

samples  of  milk  were  examined  from  herds  producing  “Ordinary” 
milk.  All  the  samples  showed  a negative  result. 

CHURN  RINSINGS. 

During  the  year  12  churn  rinsings  from  cans  at  the 
Creameries  were  taken  and  examined  bacteriologically,  and  all 
proved  to  be  satisfactory. 

SCOTTISH  MILK  TESTING  SCHEME.— The  number  of 
| notifications  from  Creameries  as  to  milk  supplies  failing-  tests 
| under  the  Scheme  (Resazurin  Test)  was  68.  This  was  a great 
improvement  on  the  previous  year  when  224  supplies  did  not 
satisfy  the  tests  under  the  Scottish  Milk  Testing  Scheme.  Visits 
were  paid  to  the  producers  concerned  in  order  to  assist  in  improv- 
I ing  the  position  and  it  was  found  that  in  the  majority  of  cases  the 
unsatisfactory  supplies  were  either  un-cooled  or  inadequately 
j cooled. 
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MILK  AND  DAIRIES  (SCOTLAND)  ORDER,  1984. 

A considerable  amount  of  work  was  done  during  the  year  to 
ensure  that  producers  were  sealing  their  cans.  A total  of  520 
consignments  of  milk  were  inspected — 144  at  the  Kirkcudbright 
Depot  of  the  Scottish  Milk  Marketing  Board,  79  at  their  Dalbeattie 
Depot,  and  307  at  the  premises  of  the  General  Milk  Products  Ltd., 
Dumfries.  After  a third  inspection,  one  producer  at  the  Kirkcud- 
bright Depot  of  the  Scottish  Milk  Marketing  Board  was  still  not 
sealing  his  cans,  5 at  Dalbeattie,  and  17  at  the  premises  of  the 
General  Milk  Products.  These  producers  were  reported  to  the 
Milk  Sub-Committee  and  after  a warning,  the  cans  were  found  to 
be  sealed  on  further  inspection. 

Retail  purveyors  of  milk  numbered  24,  while  the  number  of 
producers  and  wholesale  dealers  who  do  not  sell  milk  by  retail  is 
512. 

The  approximate  number  of  cows  in  registered  premises  is 
21,826.  From  the  accompanying  tabular  statement  showing  the 
distribution  of  registered  premises  according  to  parish,  it  will  be 
noted  that  the  number  of  “ Ordinary  ” producers  is  gradually 
diminishing. 
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TABULAR  STATEMENT  SHOWING  THE  DISTRIBUTION 
OF  DAIRY  PREMISES  ACCORDING  TO  PARISHES. 

Tuberculin 


Cert. 

Tested 

Standard  Ordinary 

Total 

Colvend  — 

28 

1 11 

40 

Kirkbean  

21 

— — 

21 

Kirkpatrick  Irongray 

13 

3 

16 

New  Abbey  

15 

1 2 

18 

Terregdes  — 

12 

2 2 

16 

Troqueer 

26 

— 4 

30 

— 

115 

4 

22 

141 

Balmaclellan  

— 

16 

2 

12 

30 

Crossmichael  

- — - 

32 

— 

2 

34 

Dairy  

— . 

5 

— 

1 

6 

Kells  

— 

6 

— 

1 

7 

Kirkg-unzeon  

— 

15 

— 

3 

18 

Kirkpatrick  Durham 

— 

13 

— 

2 

15 

Lochrutton  

— 

11 

1 

5 

17 

Parton  

— 

9 

— 

3 

12 

— 

107 

3 

29 

139 

Balmag-hie  

— 

18 

— 

5 

23 

Buittle  v.. 

— 

24 

— 

2 

26 

Kelton  

— 

23 

1 

3 

27 

Rerrick  

— 

27 

1 

5 

33 

Urr  

1 

30 

1 

3 

35 

1 

122 

3 

18 

144 

Anwoth  , 



5 



2 

7 

Borgue  

— 

28 

1 

2 

31 

Girthon  

— 

10 

— 

1 

11 

Kirkcudbright  

— 

23 

— 

1 

24 

Kirkmabreck  

— 

15 

— 

3 

18 

Minnigaff  

— 

11 

— 

1 

12 

Tongland  

— 

19 

— 

— 

19 

Twynholm  

— 

17 

— 

— 

17 

— 

128 

1 

10 

139 

EASTERN  

— 

115 

4 

22 

141 

NORTHERN  

— 

107 

3 

29 

139 

SOUTHERN  

1 

122 

3 

18 

144 

WESTERN  

— 

128 

1 

10 

139 

1 


472 


11 


79 


563 
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A.  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Scotland)  Orders  1936=49. 

1.  Producers. 

(a)  Number  of  producers  licensed  under  the  Orders  at 
31st  December,  1950,  in  respect  of — 

(i)  “ Certified  ” milk  1 

(ii)  “ Tuberculin  Tested  ” milk  472 

(iii)  “ Standard  ” milk  11 

(b)  Examination  of  samples. 


Designation 

No.  of  Samples 
examined* 

No.  of 

unsatisfactory 

results. 

No.  of  producers 
involved  in 
unsatisfactory 
results 

(i.) 

(ii.) 

(iii.) 

“ Certified” 

5 

— 

— 

“ Tuberculin 

Tested  ” 

2588 

421 

249 

“ Standard  ” 

80 

12 

10 

*Pre-Licence  samples  should  be  excluded. 


(c)  Number  of  licences  (i)  refused,  0;  (ii)  suspended, 
31;  or  (iii)  revoked,  1;  during-  1950. 

2.  Pasteurisers. 

(a)  Number  of  creameries  licensed  under  the  the  Orders 
at  31st  December,  1950,  for — 

(i)  pasteurisation  of  milk  (including-  “ Tuberculin 
Tested  ” milk),  1. 

(ii)  heat  treatment  of  milk,  1. 

(b)  Number  of  licences  (i)  refused,  0;  (ii)  suspended,  0; 
or  (iii)  revoked,  0;  during  1950. 


B.  Biological  Testing  for  Tuberculosis . 


Type  of  Milk 

No.  of  samples 
examined 

No.  of  positive 
results 

No.  of  producers 
involved  in 
positive  results 

(i.) 

(ii.) 

(iii.) 

“ Certified  ” 

— 

— 

— 

“ Tuberculin 

Tested  ” 

— 

. — . 

— 

•*  Standard  ” 

— 

— 

— 

Non-Designated 

4 

— 

— 
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Milk  (Special  Designations)  Orders  (Scotland)  1936=49. 
Results  of  sampling  from  1st  January  to  31st  December,  1950. 


Certified 

No.  of  Samples  taken  during 

T.T.  Standard 

Total 

year  

No.  and  %age  which  failed 

5 

2588 

80 

2673 

to  satisfy  the  standard 
Total  No.  of  Licences  at 

— 

42(16.3%) 

12(6.9%) 

433(16.2%) 

31st  December,  1950  .... 
Increase  or  decrease  in  No. 
of  Licences  during  the 

1 

472 

11 

484 

year  

No.  and  % age  of  producers 
whose  supplies  failed  to 
comply  with  the  stan- 
dard— 

(a)  at  any  time  during 

34 

-5 

29 

the  year  

(b)on  three  or 
more  consecutive 

249(52.8%) 

10(62.5%) 

259(53.5%) 

occasions  

*(c)  on  three  of  more 

— 

20(4.2%) 

— 

20(4.1%) 

occasions)  

No.  of  Licences  reported  to 
the  Committee  because 

38(8.0%) 

38(7.8%) 

of  unsatisfactory  results 

— 

85 

1 

86 

No.  of  Licences  suspended 

— 

31 



31 

No.  of  Licences  revoked  

— 

1 

— 

1 

* Includes  supplies  entered  at  (b). 


A.  Table  showing  number  of  supplies  which  failed  in  2 or  more 
consecutive  tests  during  the  year. 

No.  of  consecutive  tests. 

2 3 4 5 6 

No.  of  supplies  failing  tests  63  17  2 1 — 

fB.  Table  showing  number  of  supplies  which  failed  to  satisfy 
the  standard  on  one  or  more  occasions  during  the  year. 

No.  of  times  supplies  failed  tests  during  year. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

No.  of  supplies  failing  tests  141  80  27  6 5 — 

f Includes  supplies  entered  at  A. 

Total  Samples  2673  — Routine 

237  — Qualifying  and  requalifying 
176  — Schools 
91  — Distributors 

3177 


Licences  surrendered  owing  to  changes  in  tenancy  — 3 
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ICECREAM  (SCOTLAND)  REGULATIONS,  1948. 

At  31st  December,  1950,  there  were  17  Certificates  of  Regis- 
tration in  force  in  respect  of  premises,  and  4 Certificates  of  Regis- 
tration in  respect  of  vehicles  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream. 

The  following  tabular  statement  shows  the  position  wit! 
regard  to  applications  received  during  the  year:  — 

1.  Registration  of  Premises  and  Vehicles. 

Premises.  Vehicles. 

(a)  Number  of  Certificates  of 
Registration  in  force  at 

1st  January,  1950  11  3 

(b)  Number  of  Applications 

for  Registration  con- 
sidered during  1950  6 1 

Number  Granted  6 1 

Number  refused  — — 

Number  withdrawn  by 

applicant  — — 

Number  still  not  disposed 

of  at  31st  December,  1950  — — 

2.  Appeals  to  Sheriff. 

(a)  Number  of  appeals  lodged  during  1950,  NIL. 

(b)  Number  dismissed,  NIL;  sustained,  NIL;  not  vetj 
determined,  NIL. 

Visitations  to  vendors’  premises  showed  that  in  a great 
number  of  cases  pre-packed  ice  cream  is  being  sold,  and  in  all 
such  instances  conservators  had  been  supplied  by  the  Manufac- 
turers of  the  ice  cream. 

During  the  winter  months  ice  cream  is  not  in  very  great 
demand,  sales  mainly  being  the  pre-packed  article  at  cinemas  and 
at  local  functions. 

During  the  year  5 samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken,  4 for 
examination  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  and  1 for  bacterio- 
logical examination. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  (MEAT)  REGULATIONS 
(SCOTLAND)  1932. 

Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations  (Scotland)  1932. 

Hawking  of  Meat. — Under  Article  15,  one  licence  is  still  in 
existence.  The  storage  accommodation  was  inspected  from  time 
to  time  during  the  year,  and  was  found  to  be  kept  in  a satisfac- 
tory condition. 


Meat  Inspection. — Slaughtering  is  still  centralised  at  Castle- 
Douglas  Slaughter  House,  and  meat  is  distributed  to  the  various 
butchers  in  the  County  by  motor  transport.  Meat  inspection  is 
carried  out  there  by  a part-time  Meat  Inspector,  and  the  following 
are  details  of  animals  slaughtered  and  carcases  wholly  and  partially 
condemned  during  the  year. 

Weight  (in  lbs.) 
of 


Number  of  Animals 

- condemned 

Class  of  Wholly  Partially  meat 

Animals  Slaughtered  Condemned  Condemned  and  offals 


Cattle  1512  104  141  89041 

Sheep  40024  125  94  7642 

Pigs  113  13  8 2028 

Calves  12278  110  2 6038 


53927  352  245  104749 


The  only  private  slaughterhouse  in  the  County  is  that  owned 
by  Messrs  Rogerson  and  Black,  Bacon  Curers,  Kirkcudbright, 
and  is  situated  at  the  premises  of  the  Scottish  Milk  Marketing 
Board,  in  the  Parish  of  Twynholm.  During  the  year  4,298  pigs 
were  slaughtered  there,  of  which  2 were  wholly  condemned  and 
42  partially  condemned.  The  total  weight  of  pork  condemned 
was  1,163  lbs. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  (ADULTERATION) 

ACT,  1928. 

During-  the  year,  98  test  samples  were  taken  under  the  above 
/Vet.  All  these  samples  were  found  to  be  g-enuine. 

This  number  was  much  smaller  than  in  previous  years,  due  to 
staffing-  difficulties  in  the  Laboratory  and  also  in  the  Public  Health 
Department.  Details  of  the  samples  are  given  in  the  following 


table:  — 

Article  Test 

Milk  58 

Sugar  4 

Baking  Powder  8 

Cream  of  Tartar  2 

Baking  Soda  3 

Tea  2 

Coffee  Essence  2 

Lard  1 

Butter  1 

Margarine  8 

Custard  Powder  2 

Lemonade  1 

Essence  of  Rennet  1 

Rice  2 

Mustard  1 

Sauce  2 

Vinegar  1 

Tomato  Soup  1 

Pickles  1 

Ground  Ginger  1 

Aspirin  1 

Castor  Oil  1 

Lemon  Essence  1 

Meat  Paste  1 

Sago  1 

Barley  1 
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FOOD  POISONING. 

No  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  were  reported  during  the  year. 

MUSSELS  AND  SHELLFISH. 

No  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  regarding  the 
condition  of  mussels  and  shellfish  exposed  for  sale. 
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NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948. 

As  previously  mentioned  in  this  report  Part  III  Accommoda- 
tion consists  of  26  beds  in  Burnside  House,  which  are  equally 
divided  between  female  and  male  inmates. 

The  admissions  and  discharges  during  the  year  are  also  noted 
previously  in  this  report. 

Registration  of  Disabled  Persons  and  Old  Persons  Homes. 

SECTION  37. — There  are  no  such  Homes  so  far  within  the 
County. 

SECTION  47. — No  removals  of  persons  in  need  of  care  and 
attention  took  place  during  the  year. 

SECTION  48. — During  the  year  in  only  one  instance  was  it 
necessary  to  take  charge  of  property. 

SECTION  50.  — No  burial  or  cremation  was  undertaken 

during  the  year. 

NURSING  HOMES  REGISTRATION  (SCOTLAND)  ACT. 

There  are  no  Nursing  Homes  within  the  County. 

% 

HOUSING  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1930. 

Notices  in  terms  of  Section  16(1)  were  served  in  respect  of 
14  buildings — 12  houses  and  2 bothies.  Of  these,  5 houses  were 
the  subjects  of  Demolition  Orders,  2 bothies  were  the  subjects 
of  Closing  Orders,  and  Undertakings  were  accepted  in  respect  of 
4 houses.  In  the  cases  of  2 houses  the  owner  agreed  to  carry  out 
certain  improvements  and  in  the  case  of  another  house,  no  further 
action  was  taken. 

One  application  under  Section  49  was  received  during  the 
year.  This  was  in  respect  of  the  conversion  of  two  cottages  into 
one,  and  the  application  was  approved  by  the  Department  of 
Health  for  Scotland. 

HOUSING  (AGRICULTURAL  POPULATION) 
(SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1938. 

During  the  year  9 applications  for  Grant  were  received  in 
respect  of  1 — three  apartment,  7 — four  apartment,  and  2 — five 
apartment  houses.  Grants  were  approved  in  all  of  these  cases. 

7 — four  apartment  and  2 — five  apartment  houses  were  com- 
pleted during  the  year,  making  a total  of  3 — three  apartment, 
78 — four  apartment,  and  6 — five  apartment  houses  completed  with 
the  aid  of  Grant  since  the  Act  came  into  force. 

HOUSING  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1949. 

10  applications  for  Improvement  Grants  were  received  during 
the  year.  9 of  these  were  approved. 
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BUILDING  BYE-LAWS. 

During-  the  year  358  sets  of  plans  were  lodged  and  reported 


upon.  The  details  are  as  follows:  — 

Miscellaneous  Plans. 

New  Houses  (170  houses)  36 

Alterations  to  houses  146 

Dairy  premises  (new)  20 

Dairy  premises  (alterations)  8 

Other  farm  buildings  34 

Garages  24 

Temporary  houses  7 

Petrol  Pumps  3 

Tents,  vans  and  sheds  6 

Summer  Huts  3 

Others  52 


339 


Housing  (Agricultural  Population)  (Scotland)  Act,  1938. 


New  Houses  (10)  9 

Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1949. 

Alterations  to  houses  10 

TOTAL  358 


Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations  (Scotland),  1928. 

During  the  year,  90  visits  of  inspection  were  made  under 
these  Regulations. 

LOCAL  AUTHORITY  HOUSING. 

During  the  year,  50  houses  were  completed  and  occupied 
under  the  Local  Authority’s  Housing  .Scheme.  The  undernoted 
statement  shows  the  location,  number  and  types  of  these  houses. 


Location  Number  Type. 

Islesteps  4 Four  apartments — Atholl. 

Ter  regies  4 Four  apartments — Atholl. 

Prestonmill  8 Four  apartments — Atholl. 

Borgue  8 Four  apartments — Atholl. 

Dairy  16  Four  apartments — Traditional. 

New  Abbey  6 Four  apartments — Traditional. 

Haugh  of  Urr  4 Four  apartments — Traditional. 


50 


24  Atholl;  26  Traditional. 
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LOCAL  AUTHORITY  HOUSING  SCHEMES. 


The  following  statement  shows  the  location, 

type  and  number 

of  pre-war  and 

post-war  houses  erected  bv  the 

Local  Authority 

up  to  the  end  of  the  year. 

District. 

Type. 

Number. 

Dundrenan 

4-apartment  cottage. 

4 

Auchencairn 

3-apartment  cottage. 

4 

4-apartment  cottage. 

4 

4-apartment  Flatted  (Atholl). 

4 

Palnackie 

4-apartment  cottage. 

8 

4-apartment  Flatted  (Atholl) 

4 

Gelston 

3-apartment  cottage. 

6 

4-apartment  cottage. 

4 

4-apartment  Flatted  (Atholl), 

4 

Haugh  of  Urr 

3-apartment  cottage. 

4 

4-apartment  cottage. 

28 

Old  Bridge  of 

Urr4-apartment  Flatted  (Atholl), 

4 

Corsock 

4-apartment  cottage. 

2 

Balmaclellan 

2-apartment  cottage. 

2 

3-apartment  cottage. 

4 

4-apartment  cottage 

2 

4-apartment  cottage  (Atholl). 

4 

Dairy 

3-apartment  Flatted. 

12 

3-apartment  cottage. 

8 

4-apartment  cottage. 

16 

Crossmichael 

3-apartment  cottage 

14 

2-apartment  cottage. 

4 

4-apartment  cottage. 

14 

Twynholm 

3-apartment  cottage. 

4 

4-apartment  Flatted  (Atholl), 

4 

Creetown 

3-apartment  cottage. 

30 

4-apartment  cottage. 

26 

Pain  ure 

4-apartment  cottage. 

2 

3-apartment  cottage. 

4 

2-apartment  cottage. 

2 

4-apartment  cottage  (Atholl). 

4 

Minnigaff 

4-apartment  cottage. 

4 

3-apartment  cottage. 

14 

4-apartment  Swedish. 

8 

Springholm 

4-apartment  cottage. 

4 

Cargenbridge 

4-apartment  Swedish. 

8 

4-apartment  cottage. 

8 
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Crocketford 

3-apartment  cottage. 

4 

4-apartment  cottage. 

6 

Lochfoot 

4-apartment  cottage. 

30 

Newbridge 

4-apartment  cottage. 

2 

Terregles 

3-apartment  cottage. 

4 

4-apartment  Flatted  (Atholl). 

4 

New  Abbey 

4-apartment  cottage. 

18 

3-apartment  cottage. 

8 

4-apartment  Flatted  (Atholl). 

4 

Islesteps 

4-apartment  Flatted  (Atholl). 

4 

Prestonmill 

4-apartment  Flatted  (Atholl). 

8 

Kirkgunzeon 

4-apartment  Flatted  (Atholl). 

4 

Borgue 

4-apartment  Flatted  (Atholl). 

8 

Kirkcudbright 

4-apartment  Swedish. 

16 

This  total  of  402  houses  comprises  60  Atholl,  32  Swedish,' 
and  310  Traditional  types.  The  accommodation  consists  of  8-2 
apartment  houses,  120-3  apartments,  and  274-4  apartments. 


NUISANCES  AND  COMPLAINTS. 

During-  the  year  50  complaints  were  received  and  82  visits 
were  paid  in  connection  therewith.  These  complaints  were 
mainly  in  connection  with  defective  drainage  and  defective  houses. 

In  no  case  was  it  necessary  to  serve  an  intimation  in  terms 
of  Section  19  of  the  Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897. 

As  mentioned  in  last  year’s  report  the  unsatisfactory  state  of 
the  burn  at  Lochfoot  Village  has  received  attention,  and  it  is 
proposed  that  the  effluent  from  the  septic  tank  in  the  village  will 
be  taken  further  down  the  burn  where  it  is  hoped  that  the  greater 
volume  of  water  will  obviate  any  further  complaint. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  the  work  of  piping  the  effluent 
from  the  septic  tank  at  Shawhead  Village  was  completed. 

The  effluent  is  now  conveyed  by  spigot  and  faucet  pipes  and 
discharged  into  the  Old  Water,  a tributary  of  the  Cluden  Water! 
instead  of  into  the  slow  running  ditch  formerly  employed. 

WATER. 

BORGUE  . — As  noted  in  last  year’s  report  the  work  of  pro- 
viding a gravitation  water  supply  to  the  village  of  Borgue  had 
been  commenced,  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  will  be  completed 
shortly. 
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RHONEHOUSE.  — During*  the  year  the  well  which  supplies 
this  hamlet  became  polluted.  Complaints  were  received  regarding 
;the  state  of  the  water  and  it  was  found  that  it  had  definitely 
become  contaminated  by  disinfectant.  The  use  of  the  well  was 
temporarily  suspended  and  a supply  of  water  was  conveyed  to  the 
hamlet  night  and  morning  in  milk  churns  sufficient  for  the 
meeds  of  the  inhabitants.  The  well  was  thoroughly  cleaned  out 
and  a new  overflow  connection  made.  After  pumping  the  well 
dry  several  times  it  was  allowed  to  fill  and  on  samples  being  taker>, 
it  was  found  that  the  water  had  returned  to  its  normal  state,  and 
jjwas  fit  for  dietetic  purposes. 

During  the  year  138  samples  of  water  from  individual  supplies 
Jkvi  re  examined  by  the  Analyst. 


DRAINAGE. 

There  are  fifteen  Special  Drainage  Districts  within  the  Land- 
ward Area  of  the  County.  These  functioneel  satisfactorily  during 
the  year. 


RIVERS  POLLUTION. 

The  position  in  connection  with  the  four  main  Rivers  in  the 
County  was  fully  stated  in  last  year’s  report. 

No  complaint  regarding  any  pollution  in  these  Rivers  was 
received  throughout  the  year. 


SLAUGHTERHOUSES  AND  OFFENSIVE 
TRADES. 

There  is  one  Knackery  in  the  County  situated  near  the  village 
of  Rhonehouse.  Visits  of  inspection  were  made  throughout  the 
year,  and  the  business  was  found  to  be  carried  out  in  a satisfac- 
tory manner.  No  complaints  were  received. 

Slaughtering  is  centralized  at  the  Castle-Douglas  Slaughter 
H ouse,  but  there  is  still  one  private  slaughterhouse  within  the 
County.  This  is  situated  at  the  premises  of  the  Scottish  Milk 
Marketing  Board  near  Kirkcudbright,  where  only  pigs  are 
slaughtered.  Details  of  the  numbers  slaughtered  are  given  under 
ihc  heading  of  Meat  Inspection. 
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SCAVENGING. 


The  Scavenging-  Scheme  continues  to  give  satisfaction  and 
at  the  present  time,  with  the  exception  of  Creetown,  all  villages 
and  hamlets  within  the  Landward  Area  of  the  County  receive  a 
weekly  and  in  certain  cases  a twice  weekly  collection  of  domestic 
refuse.  In  some  instances  it  has  been  possible  to  uplift  domestic 
refuse  from  houses  situated  on  the  roadside,  outwith  a Special 
Scavenging  Area,  and  the  policy  here  is  that  so  long  as  the  ash 
bin  is  placed  at  the  side  of  the  main  route  along  which  the  scaveng- 
ing vehicle  proceeds,  applications  for  the  removal  of  such  refuse 
are  given  sympathetic  consideration. 

During  the  year  it  is  estimated  that  1981  tons  6 cwts  of  refuse 
were  collected. 

The  new  Dump  at  Auchenirines  is  now  in  use  and  is  proving 
to  be  of  great  benefit. 

WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 

During  the  year,  *98  inspections  of  Workshops  and  Work- 
places in  the  Landward  Area  of  the  County  wece  made.  Three 
cases  of  uncleanliness  were  noted,  but  these  have  since  been 
remedied.  In  one  case  there  was  insufficient  sanitary  accommo- 
dation which  had  not  been  remedied  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
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BURGH  OF  CASTLE-DOUGLAS. 

Annual  Report  by  Sanitary  Inspector  for  Year  1950. 

REFUSE  REMOVAL.  — The  method  of  collecting-  and 
removing  house  refuse  remained  on  the  same  principle  as  carried 
out  in  the  previous  year,  i.e.  by  one  7 cubic  yard  vehicle.  The 
dailv  vield  of  household  refuse  was  approximately  8 tons. 

The  Committee  during  the  year  had  under  consideration  tlw 
purchase  of  a bigger  capacity  refuse  vehicle,  and  it  is  possible 
that  the  new  lorry  (Karrier  C.K.3  3/4  ton  low  loading  12  cubic 
yard)  will  be  in  operation  in  the  Autumn  of  1951. 

Four  hours  every  Wednesday  afternoon  is  reserved  for  the 
collection  of  waste  paper. 

Another  service  which  is  still  rendered  by  this  department  is 
the  removal  in  reasonable  quantities  of  garden  refuse. 

DISPOSAL. — The  method  of  disposal  is  still  by  controlled 
tipping  and  throughout  the  year  this  branch  of  the  work  gave  no 
cause  for  complaint. 

At  the  present  time  we  have  one  coup  situated  on  low  marshy 
ground.  This  dump  is  kept  under  periodic  inspection  by  a part- 
time  man  whose  duty  it  is  to  spread  and  level  all  incoming  refuse, 
and  also  to  prevent  any  paper  from  blowing  into  adjoining 

property. 

STREET  SWEEPING. — Street  sweeping  was  performed  on 
the  same  lines  as  previously  and  continues  to  give  satisfaction. 
Particular  attention  is  given  to  the  daily  sweeping  of  classified 
roads,  and  the  periodic  emptying  of  street  gullies. 

SALVAGE. — During  the  period  from  May  to  the  end  of  the 
year  37  tons  16  cwt.  of  baled  waste  paper  was  collected,  bringing 
in  an  income  of  £206  9/9. 

NUISANCES.  — Most  of  the  nuisances  consisted  of  stoppages 
in  drains  pertaining  to  our  own  houses,  and  those  have  been  dealt 
iwith  satisfactorily.  Twenty-two  complaints  were  received  during 

the  year. 

12  referred  to  choked  drains. 

5 referred  to  dampness  on  outside  walls  of  Council  houses. 

5 referred  to  water  supply. 

With  regard  to  the  water  supply,  these  complaints  were  of 
insufficient  pressure  and  were  remedied  by  scraping  of  the  water 

pipe. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. — During*  the  year  the 
wooden  hut  in  the  Nursery  Grounds,  commonly  frequented  by  the 
unemployed  and  others  in  the  district,  was  taken  over  by  the 
Town  Council  for  conversion  into  a football  pavilion. 
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FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS.— During  the  year  16 
visits  were  carried  out  and  in  general  the  premises  were  found  to 
be  well  kept,  clean  and ‘healthy.  Three  notices  were  served  under 
sec.  7 in  respect  of  sanitary  conveniences. 

SEWAGE  PURIFICATION  AND  DISPOSAL.  — The  system 
of  sewage  purification  in  the  Burgh  was  operated  efficiently  during 
the  year.  More  care  was  stressed  with  the  operation  of  the 
pumping  arrangements  to  prevent  flooding  of  the  sedimentation 
tanks  during  periods  of  heavy  rain. 


HOUSE  DRAINAGE. — During  the  year  twelve  smoke  tests 
were  carried  out  at  the  housing  scheme  and  at  several  properties 
in  the  Burgh,  and  all  were  passed  satisfactory. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSE. — Seventy  visits  of  inspection  were 
paid  to  the  Slaughterhouse  during  the  year,  and  on  all  occasions 
it  was  found  that  the  premises  were  kept  in  good  condition.  Lime- 
washing, painting  and  repairs  were  carried  out  in  the  spring  of 
the  year  by  our  own  men  as  has  always  been  the  custom. 


During 

the  year 

the 

following 

number  of 

animals 

were 

slaughtered: 

Month 

Oxen 

Cows 

Bulls 

Sheep 

Calves 

Swine 

Export 

Sheep 

January  

45 

52 

5 

451 

987 

5 

5040 

February  

25 

47 

3 

420 

1826 

2 

2480 

March  

27 

59 

7 

397 

2506 

6 

— 

April  

32 

39 

7 

411 

1294 

43 

— 

May  

63 

55 

18 

364 

941 

6 

— 

J un.e  

18 

32 

11 

173 

361 

5 

— i 

July  

50 

56 

26 

345 

284 

16 

* 

August  

96 

83 

16 

627 

206 

11 

2942 

September 

..  113 

46 

22 

868 

480 

6 

6114 

October  

97 

69 

18 

1054 

1687 

7 

6240 

November 

84 

45 

23 

1120 

995 

4 

6160 

December 

67 

46 

10 

658 

711 

2 

4160 

Total 

..  717 

629 

166 

6888 

12278 

113 

33136 

Class  of  Animal.  No.  slaughtered. 


Oxen  

717 

Cows  

629 

Bulls  

166 

Sheep  

6,888 

Calves  

12,278 

Swine  

113 

Export  sheep  

33,136 

53,927 


Visits  of  inspection  were  paid  to  Butchers,  Fishmongers,  Fruit 
and  other  shops  in  the  Burgh  and  it  was  found  that  all  premises 
were  kept  in  good  condition. 
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SCHOOLS. — All  the  schools  in  the  Burgh  are  kept  in  a clean 
condition  and  buildings  in  good  order.  The  cleansing  and  flushing 
of  all  sanitary  conveniences  receive  good  attention. 

WATER.  — During  the  year  the  water  supply  at  Loch  Roan 
maintained  a fairly  constant  level.  The  average  water  level  for 
the  year  was  97 f inches. 

The  annual  consumption  of  water  for  the  year  1950  was 
88,357,600  gallons  for  the  Burgh  and  district,  an  increase  of 
3,958,400  gallons  over  the  figure  for  1949. 

HOUSING. — At  the  beginning  of  the  year  26  4-apartment 
houses  and  2 5-apartment  houses  were  under  construction.  Of 
the  above  total  23  4-apartment  and  2 5-apartment  houses  were 
completed  during  the  year. 

During  the  year  work  was  started  on  another  20  4-apartment 
houses  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  20  houses  were  under  construc- 
tion but  none  completed. 

PRIVATE  ENTERPRISE.  — One  warrant  for  the  erection  of 
a dwellinghouse  was  granted  during  the  year. 

HOUSING  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1930.  — There  was  one 
notice  served  under  section  16  during  the  year  in  respect  of 
dwellinghouse,  56  Carlingwark  Street. 

SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS.  — The  following  improve- 
ments were  carried  out  at  existing  properties  during  the  year:  — 

John  Milligan,  136  Queen  Street.  Addition  of  bathroom,  scullery 
and  washhouse. 

Miss  A.  B.  Edgar  & Anr.,  39  Academy  Street.  Erection  of 
scullery  and  bathroom. 

William  Kirk,  17  Queen  Street.  Installation  of  bathroom. 

Samuel  Haining,  100a  Queen  Street.  Installation  of  bathroom 
and  improvement  of  scullery. 

Samuel  Campbell.  Installation  of  bathroom  at  37  St.  Andrew 
Street. 

Lidderdale  & Gillespie.  Installation  of  bathroom  at  37a  St. 
Andrew  Street. 

The  National  Trust  for  Scotland.  Bathroom  and  scullery  improve- 
ments at  Threave  Lodge. 

Mrs  Anderson,  51  Academy  Street.  Installation  of  bathroom. 

J.  & M.  Scobie,  Limited,  Dumfries.  Reconstruction  of  54-62 
Queen  Street. 

Territorial  Association.  Construction  of  lavatory  accommodation 

at  Drill  Hall. 

St.  John’s  Lodge  of  Freemasons  No.  189.  Provision  of  cloak- 
room, lavatories  and  kitchen  at  Ashley  Hall. 


Minor  Warrants: 

Miss  E.  M‘Queen,  80  Saint  Andrew  Street.  Installation  of  W.C. 

and  wash-hand  basin  accommodation. 

J.  Gowans,  76  King-  Street.  Installation  of  W.C.  and  wash-hand 
basin. 

G.  E.  Fox,  Thistle  Inn.  Installation  of  W.C.  accommodation. 
St.  John’s  Hall — Installation  of  sink. 

GENERAL  INSPECTIONS.— T he  Public  Conveniences  at 

the  top  and  lower  ends  of  the  town  are  kept  clean  and  well  looked 
after  and  still  continue  to  be  of  great  service  to  the  public. 

The  Ladies  and  Gents.  Conveniences  at  the  Public  Park, 
which  were  commenced  at  the  end  of  1949,  were  completed  during 
the  year. 


R.  G.  FORBES, 

Sanitary  Inspector.  1 
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BURGH  OF  DALBEATTIE. 

Report  by  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  year  1950. 

WATER  SUPPLY.  — During-  the  year  samples  of  the  water 
from  the  Lochenkit  scheme  were  submitted  for  analysis  and  found 
to  be  suitable  for  dietetic  purposes-.  A sample  of  the  water  from 
a farm  was  also  submitted  and  found  to  be  suitable  for  domestic 

purposes. 

SEWAGE  and  DRAINAGE  SYSTEM.  — No  complaints  of 
“ bad  smells  ” from  the  point  of  discharge  of  the  sewage  into 
the  River  Urr  were  received  during  the  year.  In  the  course  of 
the  year  42  inspections  and  tests  were  carried  out  to  new  or 
improved  drainage  systems. 

CLEANSING. — There  were  no  complaints  received  during 
the  year  in  respect  of  this  service.  Periodical  visits  were  made 
to  the  refuse  dump  at  Nether  Place  the  condition  of  which  is  now 
satisfactory.  As  this  tip  is  now  reaching  its  capacity,  an  alterna- 
tive site  will  require  to  b ' obtained  in  the  near  future. 

HOUSING.  — The  year  saw  the  completion  of  the  Church 
Crescent  Scheme  and  the  occupation  of  all  the  houses.  In  the 
course  of  the  year  only  one  house  was  completed  by  private  enter- 
prise. The  roads  and  sewers  have  been  completed  for  the  pro- 
posed houses  ai  William  Street  and  Copland  Street,  which  will  be 
a great  help  in  the  time  factor  when  the  actual  building  work  is 
started. 

ALTERATIONS  and  IMPROVEMENTS.— During  the  year 
plans  were  submitted  and  approved  in  respect  of  the  provision  of 
11  bathrooms,  and  also  the  general  improvement  of  properties  bv 
the  provision  of  larger  window  space  and  in  some  cases  forming 
dormer  windows  in  attic  rooms.  This  work  necessitated  21 
meetings  with  the  owners  and/or  Contractors  prior  to  the  prepara- 
tion of  the  plans. 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. — With  the  completion  of  the 
Public  Conveniences  at  the  Town  Hall  Building,  and  the  demoli- 
tion of  the  insanitary  public  urinal  at  the  Bridge,  a major  improve- 
ment was  performed  and  no  complaints  were  received*  in  respect 
of  the  new  conveniences,  which  are  inspected  regularly. 

NUISANCES  and  COMPLAINTS. — 17  nuisances  and  com- 
plaints were  received  and  investigated  during  the  year,  and  in  no 
case  was  it  found  necessary  to  take  Statutory  Action  under  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1897.  The  complaints  were  of  a general 
nature,  mainly  choked  drains;  conditions  of  dwelling  houses; 
defective  sanitary  fittings  and  vermin  infestation. 
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FACTORIES  and  WORKSHOPS.— 24  inspections  were 
made  in  respect  of  Factories  and  Workshops  and  in  no  instances 
were  any  contraventions  of  the  Sanitary  Accommodation  Regula- 
tions, 1938,  noted.  Several  minor  defects  were  remedied  on  the 
attention  of  the  owner  and/or  occupier  being  drawn  thereto. 

ICE  CREAM  (SCOTLAND)  REGULATIONS.— Inspections 
of  all  premises  where  ice  cream  is  manufactured  and/or  retailed 
continue  to  be  made.  During  the  year  4 samples  of  ice  cream 
were  submitted  to  the  County  Analyst. 

MILK  and  DAIRIES  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1914.— Regular 

inspections  were  made  of  the  premises  of  milk  producers  and 
retailers  within  the  Burgh,  and  were  found  to  be  in  a satisfactory 
condition.  Of  the  2 milk  samples  taken  from  retailers  for 
analysis,  both  were  found  to  be  genuine  samples. 

FOOD  and  DRUGS  (Adulteration)  ACT,  1928. — 9 samples 
were  taken  during  the  year  and  submitted  for  analysis  and  in  no 
case  did  the  Analyst  find  any  adulteration. 

Details  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  analysed  are  as  follows:  — 
S.P.  Sauce  1,  Butter  1,  Aspirin  1,  Meat  Paste  1,  Margarine  1, 
Castor  Oil  1,  Sugar  1,  Lard  1,  Lemon  Essence  1. 

UNSOUND  FOOD. — 394  lbs.  of  foodstuffs  were  found  to  be 
unfit  for  human  consumption,  and  were  dealt  with.  These  food- 
stuffs consisted  of  Fish,  Meat,  Jam,  and  various  tinned  foods. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES.— There  were  9 cases  of  Infectious 
Disease  notified  during  the  year,  these  consisted  of  Acute 
Influenzal  Pneumonia  1,  Whooping  Cough  3,  Scarlet  Fever  1, 
Acute  Primary  Pneumonia  3,  Diphtheria  1.  In  the  major  cases 
the  necessary  precautions  were  adopted. 

DISINFECTION.— F umigation  was  carried  out  in  3 houses 
where  death  from  a notifiable  disease  took  place.  In  no  instance 
has  fumigation  been  necessary  in  any  dwelling  prior  to  removal 
of  a tenant  to  a Council  House. 
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BURGH  OF  KIRKCUDBRIGHT. 

Report  by  Sanitary  Inspector  for  year  1950. 

WATER  SUPPLY. — The  supply  is  of  good  quality  and  of 
ample  sufficiency. 

DRAINAGE  SYSTEM.  — The  drainage  system  functioned 
satisfactorily  during  the  year.  Negotiations  have  commenced  for 
the  provision  of  a new  sewer  for  the  proposed  Housing  Scheme  at 

Dovecroft. 

SEWAGE  PURIFICATION.— T he  sewage  passes  directly 
to  the  tidal  river,  the  banks  of  which  are  fairly  steep  and  no  offen- 
sive matter  is  left  on  the  slopes.  A septic  tank  is  to  be  provided 
for  the  sewage  from  the  new  Housing  Scheme  to  be  erected  at 
Dovecroft. 

HOUSING. — Of  the  44  permanent  houses  being  constructed 
at  Stirling  Crescent  a further  21  have  been  completed  during  the 
year. 

SCAVENGING  . — The  search  for  a suitable  tip  to  replace 
the  one  situated  on  the  embankment  has  continued  during  the 
year  but  nothing  definite  has  materialised  as  yet.  Further  com- 
plaints have  been  made  by  tenants  adjoining  the  existing  tip. 

COMPLAINTS.^-Eight  complaints  were  made  during  the 
year  and  19  visits  were  made,  the  complaints  mainly  consisted  of 
drainage  defects,  defective  and  dirty  houses,  refuse  tip. 

MISCELLANEOUS. — Inspection  of  Schools,  Factories, 
Workshops,  Burial  Grounds  were  carried  out  during  the  year  and 
all  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

GENERAL  . — There  has  been  nothing  of  a serious  nature  to 
report  regarding  the  general  health  of  the  Burgh. 

FACTORIES  and  WORKSHOPS. — 29  visits  of  inspection 
were  made  to  the  various  workshops  in  the  Burgh,  and  nothing 
was  found  to  which  exception  could  be  taken. 
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BURGH  OF  GATEHOUSE. 

Report  by  Sanitary  Inspector  for  year  1950. 

WATER  SUPPLY. — During-  the  year  the  floor  of. the  settling- 
tank  fractured,  thus  permitting  the  inflow  of  unflltered  water  to 
the  tank.  When  repairs  were  being  carried  out  water  from  the 
burn  was  passed  directly  to  the  Burgh  after  passing  through  a 
chlorinating  plant.  Further  samples  from  Barlay  Burn  were 
taken  and  after  consultation  with  members  of  the  Council,  when 
proposals  for  a new  system  were  discussed,  a contract  for  a new 
supply  was  placed  and  it  is  hoped  that  work  in  this  co  nection 
will  commence  early  next  year. 

DRAINAGE.— T he  drainage  system  continued  to  work  satis- 
factorily and  no  complaints  have  been  received. 

SCAVENGING  and  CLEANSING. — These  services  have 
continued  to  operate  successfully  during  the  year. 

DAIRIES  AND  MILKSHOPS.  — -There  is  one  Designated 
Dairy  in  the  Burgh.  Milk  bottled  by  Messrs  Grierson,  Pulcree,  is 
retailed  in  the  Burgh  by  the  Stewartry  Dairy  Association  Limited. 
On  visits  of  inspection  made,  the  premises  were  found  to  be  kept 
satisfactorily. 

NUISANCES  and  COMPLAINTS. — Four  complaints  in 

regard  to  dirty  and  defective  houses  and  defective  drainage  were 
received  during  the  year.  Nine  visits  were  made  and  the  com- 
plaints remedied. 

FACTORIES  and  WORKSHOPS. — 20  visits  of  inspection 
were  made  to  the  various  workshops  in  the  Burgh  and  nothing 
was  found  to  which  exception  could  be  taken. 

HOUSING. — The  Scheme  of  52  permanent  houses  is  almost 
completed. 
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BURGH  OF  NEW-GALLOWAY. 

Report  by  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  year  1950. 

WATER  SUPPLY. — No  complaints  were  made  regarding 
l he  water  supply  and  this  appeared  to  be  functioning  satisfactorily. 

DRAINAGE.— T he  septic  tank  on  the  main  drain  was  cleaned 
out  and  everything'  appeared  to  be  in  order. 

SCAVENGING  and  CLEANSING.— 4 visits  were  made  to 
the  dump  during  the  year.  The  cleansing  of  the  streets  appears 
always  to  be  well  attended  to. 

HOUSING. — The  six  4-partment  houses  presently  being 
erected  by  the  Town  Council  are  nearing  completion  and 
should  be  ready  for  occupation  early  in  the  new  year.  Work  on 
the  Scheme  of  20  houses  being  erected  by  the  Forestry  Commis- 
sion is  proceeding  slowly. 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. — During  the  year  a public  con- 
venience was  completed  and  is  now  in  use. 

COMPLAINTS.— 4 complaints  were  received  during  the 
year,  all  were  of  a minor  nature,  and  remedied  without  the  neces- 
sity of  statutory  proceedings.  5 visits  were  made  in  connection 
with  these  complaints. 

FACTORIES  and  WORKSHOPS.— During  the  year  7 
inspections  of  workshops  and  workplaces  in  the  Burgh  were  made. 
In  one  case  there  was  insufficient  sanitary  accommodation,  and  this 
had  not  been  remedied  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


